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Hough the depthes of the Countell of GOD, and the fe- 
=) crets of the of the moſt high cannot bee ſounded 
vor found out by wstill they be diſcovesed and vnſecre- 
Ah ea by bimfelte,yer ſo farre as we can conceiue and con- 
. der of the courſe of divine providence in our preſent 
CW affaires, we begin rothinke, that tbe LORD is about 
ſome great worke on the earth, For the cup which hath been propit ed 
to other reformed Kirks is at this timepreſenred unto us: Wee have 
vſed all meanes by our earneſt interceſſovs, by our true remonſtrances 
and bumble fupplicaticn to infor me bis Majeſty, and todeprecate his 
wrath:but fiode both bis cares poſſeſſed by the falle and ſpitefull miſin- 
formations of the late pretemed Prelates, and of ſuch as hope to cute h 
fore great things in our troubled waters: hereby his Majefties wrath 
waxed hotter every day: as is too ſencible to his Majeſties bumble and 
loyall ſabje&s, who were expecting a gracious anſwer to our laſt ſup- 
plicat ĩon, and may be epparent to all men, by the late Proclamation and 
declaration in England Feb. 2. ordained to be read in every Kirk with 
in tbat K ingdome. 
We ate indeed confident and comforted in this, that the gates of hell 
ſhall dot prevaile againſt the caule maintained by us, and that in the 
end plory ſhall be to GOD in the bigheſt by the teſtimony which 
ſhall be given to the X ingdome of his Sonne TESUS CHRIST 
now in queſtion, that peace ſhall be on earth, and good-will and loving 
kindneſſe ſhall be to the people of God, But in the mean time it cannot 
but wound our hearts and grieve us (ore, that we are brought to this 
extremity, that wee muſt either periſh under the burden of ſoe many 
foule aſperfions,or be confirained to appeare in terms of contradiction 
— ſuch pieces and Proclamations as the mallice of out advetſa- 
,prevailing with his Majeſty, doth lybell and ſend ont continyal, 
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Akhongh tbe forſaid Proclamation & declaration chargeth ns with no- 
thing materiall, which we haue not from the ſincerity of our hearts and 
the manifcft truth, and reaſons of our proceedings abouudawly anſwe- 
red before, in aut printed Proteftatns, information, and anſwers 
yntothe Declaration made by his Maj ſlies Commithoner, and unto 
the Biſhops their Declina out, yer left by var lence the cauie if GOD 
and our innocency indefending thereof, recerve the imalleſ pc jadice 
in the mindes of the well affected, and that we may yet mare co. vince 
the conſciences; if not clole the mouthes, of our lelte condemned ene- 
mies, we {hall not weary to make a ſummarie repecitien and true ap- 

plication of what hath been formerly written at lotꝑe. 

The title beareth i that che Proclamation is inte aded To informe the 
loving (ubutts of England; Whicb is che deſire of ur hearts, and for 
which we haue laboured,being contideat that all his M. j Ries loving 
Subjects of England, after true and full information, will allow of our 
actions, as proceeding from the loue of CHRIS T, and of our K ing and 
countrey,which to us are inſcparably j yued, and wherein we are foe. 

mulous, that wee are heartily grieved, and thinke our (elves beavilie 
| wronged, that in Lue and loyaltie,we ſhould be ſecond, or inferiour,ta 
any ſubjects in the Chriſtian world, Bur what truth of information 
| way be expected from the Prelætes, with their pages and pat aſites, who 
can hope ro if riſing ag1ine, but from our certaine ruine}, all the ju 

dicious ſubj-&ts »f Eng/4nd may eafily diſcerne. 

2. The title bearcth that by owr ſe/v'1 94 prettiſes we are ſreking to over. 

; throw his M ijeſties reg all power vuder the falſe pretencer of Religion: None 

| of all our a ions is more challenged wit ſedition, then our neceſſa- 

ry Confeth an of Faith ad nationall Covenant, wherein we are ſo farre 

from overturning regall authority, that we declaree be fore God and men- 

that wee had no ntention e- deſire to attempt any thing that might twme to 

the d1iminuitons of he Kings geatne fie and authority, We could not ſo 

much as im igine, that the rei ſi g ot the Service · Booke, and the re ject- 

ing of Eniſcops! Government, which two over- turn the frame of Gods 

worthip & diſciplineof the Kirk, as they were here eſtabliſhed, ſhould 

ever haue been interpreted to be the i yerthrowing of regall p wer. The 

pillers of cru» regall po er are religion and righteonſueſſe, which by 

our Oath we haue endt vored to eſtabliſh, and are confident if we can 

baue them in peace, ſhallhe ſeen by all the world to be ſtrong ſupo 

$ of his maj-ſties throne. Qur prattiſcs are called ſedirows , our care 
* | riages 


— — 
—— 
— ens en eee, 


— 
—ͤ—U— — —— 


(F) 
riages !umu/tions, our returnes Sewers & perverſe, out intentions tra 1 ' 
terous, out taformaiions and declarations in famous lybelt, our proteſta- 131 
tions mutinous, our Covenant A band or rather a con ſpiracie ag un the | 1 
Lerdt anoynted, pretended to be w H God , that wee may with the better 


t witenance to do the mne of the D voll, ſuch are treaſons & Rebellious, out d 
preparations f vr defence bofts/e,as rf tbe K g. were our ſworne enemy, dur 1 
aimes to be to bee the inyaſion of tae yord ſa / &t; of England ; to ma 1 
whole our broken fortunes , oat ations i and during inſolencies, | 4 


our preſent caſe 4 b un- K liſtemper, cur (elves cual and traitereſly f. F 

fecled perſons, fatt:on! and tui heut rus Sc. Lo which weanſwer.r, Jt | 
may be that ihe Lord will lo 4g an our = lf. on, and that the Lord will j 

requite good for thus curſing. 2 vam,16,14, Bleſſed are ye when men ſh.l ! 


revile you and perſecute 19, and (hl (ay all manner of eyill againit you j 
for my ſake. 25 

2, Theſe railiag accuſations have proceeded from the vnchriſtian 77 
hearts of out Pcelates, who are rageinz waves of the lea, foaming out 1 by 
their owne ſhame, and therby g ue publick proof, that by the ſentence . 


of exocmmunication from the K:rk,they are indeed delivered unto (a. 
ran, the ſpirit which now worketh mightily in them. All their re vi- 
lings againſt ns, hall not draw from us one word, which may reflect 
pon the Kings Majeſty. T baue learned an arte, like unto tt at 
practiſe of old, cunningly to inſert the image of their Hierarcoie, into 
the Kings poritact t at no man can du teverence to the on, but he maſt 
ad re the other, no man ſpeak, or do, againſt the one, bat hee muſt 
ſpeake, and do agaiaft the other, But we are not not unacquaiuted with 
their craft, aud God haih taught us the way to honour the King, and de- 
teſt treaſon, ſedit ion and rebellion, withous honour done to them, and 
wit out the perfidions acknowledging of their abjured tyranny. 

3. by two things all men may perceiue that the Prelates would haue 
their anger to come toa milehiete: the one is, that they vſe extreame 
— ot words, Yet in this they faile of their end; hat their words 

are rather c\mmon — and flyting, theo ſharp, point ing and pro- 
per, more labouring to ſp:ake all the evill they can de vile agaiott us, 
then to ſpeak any truth againſt our perſons and cauſe, I he other is 
that they would ingage bis Maje ſty lo farte in their buſineſſe, that no 
place may be leſt to a retreat. But in this alſo we truſt they ſhalbe dil · 
appointed, & hat they [hall never iaduce his Maje ſty, to act any thin 

which is not tevocable. Princes who ought to be common parents, will 
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net make themſelres aparty,for A were to overthrow the boat by an 
tquall weight on the one ſide, and maketh not only the paſſengers, but 
him that ſitteth at the he me to periſh, which our Pielates haue diſpe- 
ratly choſen, rather then to repent, or with /enas to call themſelves into 
the ſea, that they may periſh alone: Their maxime is old, when we are 
dead and gone, ſer the earth be Bunt. with fire, 

Jo the barratiue we are glad that they judg of our intention (which 
are directly knowne to GOD onely ) by our proceedings and 
aRions before the world which againfi their oblyques and niſconſtruc- 
tions we juſtifie, 1. By oor long ſuffering the outrages and inſolen · 
cies of the prelates; who againſt the vnity of bearts authorities of A- 
ſemblies, order of Miniſtery, purity of DcQtrine and W orſkippe, and 
whole reformation of Religion in this Kirk(wbich was the wonderfull 
worke of GODS greateſt mercy to this kingdome, and the glory of our 
land) for no other end but fut ſatisty ing their an-bition ard ayarice 
(which are know e to be two great in chanters of t aturall n en, and 
baue proven cruell Harpies againſt religion ) they did ouerturne all, 
bringing in for unity de viſion, for authority of aſſemblies, tbeir owne 
ulurpation, ſor order of the Miniſterie, epiſcepal tytanny, nd for the pu 
rity of worſhipp, firſt buwane inventions, and thereafter ( being now 
growne by their rents and Lordly dignities; ”y their powes ouer the 
Minifters and other leiges, by their places in Parliament, C ouncell, 
Seſſion, Exchequer, and high Comm, fſion to a plenipore nt minion 
& greatneſſe) they frame a Bo k of Canons for ruling the X irk, & diſpo 
ſing upon religion at their pleaſure. &yet allithis time thegreateft oppo 
ſition was the zeale of ſome Preach: giving teſtimony to the trutb, & 
ſealing the ſame bytheir ſufferingꝭc ibe groaning of the people & their 
crying to God , that he would come down & deliver them from theſe 
more then Egyp'ia:aſkwafters, a: By the peacablenes of our proce dings, 
ever ſince we begun to appeare in a pubſick way of oppoſition: although 
their inſolencie aſcended fo high as without conſent or knowledge of 
the Kirk, they haue framed a ſervice booke to bee rece ued in all the 
Xirks of the kingdome, as the onely forwe of Gods publick worſhipp, 
procured letters of horuing againſt Mivifters ſer that «ff. &, practiſed 
themſelves , and not only diſcharged ſeme Readers and Minifters, 
who refuſed the booke, but alſo obtained a charge, that no man un- 
der the paine of deatb ſhould ſpeake againſt tbe Biſhops,or their ſer- 
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vicebooke : And yet although the booke was brought in without or; 
der, and knoae to be a change of the whole forme of Gods worſhip x 
The Noblemen, Barrones, Burgetſes, Minifters and Commons con- 
voening although in a uery great aumber, yet in mt peaceable man- 
net without any tumalt, did oaly ſupplicate m ſt lubm ſlye che Lords 
of tus Majeſties Councell, and direct their ſupplicatiom to his Majeſty 
for redeemiag theit juſt aud irffþ ortant greevances, Thirdly, when 
their ſupplicatious received av other auſwet, but terribl tamari- 
ons condemaiag all their meetings and proceedings, and bfgbly allow. 
ing the eyils watch were their gree vaaces : the complaiars agaioft the 
baynous crimes of the Prelates were not heard, and theit diftreſſes fail 
preſſiag them more: Theſupplicants emiring into a deeper ſearch of 
the caules of all their evils : aud ofthe barring of their ſupplications, 
faund them to be from themſelves and their former pertidious dealing 
againſt che Coueuant of God, And therefor: reſolved to reaew their 
nationall oath and Couenant, with ſolemae humiliation and prayers to 
God for reconciliation and for bettet lucceſſe aftet ward. 

They teſolye allo to renew their ſupplicution to the Kings Majeſ- 
ty for à generall Aſſembly and Parlia ment , as the ordinarie and 
able meanes to redteſſe their evils , and effiyed all poſſible waies of 
preſeating it, Tacy aaſwered co the full all A taken againſt 
the Covenant, and left — uadone, which belceemed Chriftian 
ſubjects, who honour God and feare the King, Fourthly, after ma- 
ny petitions and long exſpectatiou when a generalll Aſſembly was con- 
yeened by his Majeſties ſpeciall iadiction, and orderly conſtitute in 
all the members thereof, ia the preſence of his Majefties Commiſſioner, 
we were forbidden to — and commanded to riſe, without any 
jaſt cauſe offered by vs. In this excremicy of the precipitating of the 
Kirk and kingdome in a world of confulions upon one file, and of fir. 
ting after the interdiction, on the other part, we cloſed that courſe 
which was warrented by Chrift, way moſt agreable to his M.jeſties will 
formerly manifefted, and to the publick weale, as is contained in the 
ſupplication of the generall aſlembly directed to his Majeftie, whereof 
no mention is made in the Proclamation: Since that time we haue been 
threatued with armies aad hoſtile invaſion from Eng/ad agaioft which 
we haue been prepariag for our lawfull and neceſſary defence, far from 


the lea thought of in ading or harming out neighvoars, 
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Our wales then haue been, a frer long ſilence, ao other but humble ſup. 
| plicatious to GOD and ihe King, neceſſaty Proteſtations,religious te. 
i newing of our nationall Covenant, fitting in a general: Aſſembly con · 
oF veened by his Majefties indict ion, information and preparation for ne - 
ceſt>ry defence againſt open hoſtility. The particular evidences of our 
traitrous intentions ate expreſſed in the Proclamation to be: Firſt, the 
multunde of infamous libels Aufſed full of calumnies aganiſt the K ings 
authority. If any peice coming from us had been bete diſcined; ur an. 
{wer might haue been particular, And therefore in generall we are bold 
to affirme,chat what bath paſſed from cur hands of that kind, as it hath 
| been meant to cleare our intentions of diſlyaliy, ſo it carrieth nothing 
with it which can merite lo foule an aſperſion,all being done in marter 
and exprefſion with the higheſt reſpet wee could conceive to nis 
| Majeſt es ſacred perſon and royal authority, and with the be ſt conſtruc- 
tions of his Majeſties proceedings, Secondly, Letters ſent to private 
| perſons in London and ſending ſome {ovenamnters 40 privaſe meetings at. 
London to incite people againſt the King to pe uert them from their duty: 
A traitrous intesticm /e confeſſe, which will never bee ſo happy s as 
| to harbour in a loyall breaft, And as we are aſſuted that ſuch miſſi ves 
1 or meflengers were never lent from the Cov-nanters in common: So 
: muſt it be,eicher cunning inthe Prelates, ti, alledge that which we can- 
not prove to be falle, ur malice to attribuce that unto us, which private 
perlons haue done from their owne mot ions without our knowledge: 
That iu ſuch a time there ſhould be f und libels or licentious dilcourſes 
falſe newes running vp and dowr,& letters carrying the names of ſuch 
authors as never law them, [houlc ſceme very ſtrange. And whetber 
the ſearch of ſuch things with roo great diligence, and the ſuppreffiog 
of chem by too much ſevetiiy, or he glect and diſpiſing of them by au- 
1 thoriry, by the b ſt remedy againſt ti m, let Stat. ſmen judge : Iris 
known when water is topped one way it tunne th aſunder and breaketh 
out many wales, 
| Third!y, Ou pablick contemning all his Majeſties inſt commands,and our 
wutinous pr oreſting again#t hem. It is yur delight ro obey his Majeſties 
| juſt commands, and is farre from our bearts to contemne any of his Ma 
je ſties coõands, although vnjuſt, orto proteſt mutinouſly againſt them 
But to proteſt ina faire way, and as f eſoemeth duerifull ſubjects, is a 
courſe coſtomeable, legall and ordivarie, and inſome caſes ſo nece(- 
ceſſary for preſervation of right, and preventing ct e vill, that at ſome 
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times it cannot be omitted, an 8 vo time can give juſt effence. 

Fourthly, the fourth evidence beareth three points, which require 

rticular anſwer, 1, That no covenattts or band of that nature 13 war- 
rantabli wihoeut Civil authority. This exception bath bet i ſo fully an« 
ſwe ted from warrands of divine and humane authority, both eccle ſaſti- 
call and ci vill from the practiſe of the godly of old, wn the cxareple 
of our religious progenitors, from tbe continuall ſubſcription uſed in 
this Kirk, and from the nature of the Oatb it ſelſe v hich is nationall, 
that we irufſt all men, who are not ftranpers to that we haue Gritten, 
are ſatisficd to the full, excepx the Prelates and their adherents, who 
are edle ſle in their cavillations,aud craftily labour to bring us back a- 
gaine to the beginning of the controverfic, that they may (it it be poſ- 
ſible) undoe that bath been done by vs. 2, That we laue qe 
the (ovenaat, commanded by ambority, becauſe commanded ty authority, 
The reaſons not of our reit Ring , but of out mcdeſt with boldio g our 
ſubſcription commanded by autbority are at lengih fer downre in our 
publick Pruteſtaticn, September 22, ard December 11. in our anſwer 
to the decl-raticn made by his Majefties Commithoner,and in the Acts 
of the late Aſſembly, which properly ownetb the publick judgment & 
interpretat'on of the confi ſſion of Faith, Jnall whichit is found that 
the confe flion com mat de d by auttority accordivg to the meaning put 
ypen it, is in matters of Religion not only contrary to our ſubſcription 
in F. Haan, but allo to the conteffion as it was meant and proft ſſed in 
the yeare 13, and ib ere fore could rot be ſubſcribed by us, except 
we would by n anifuld periury haue made our ſelves tranigre ſſours, & 
baue brought upon our ſelves a farre = weight of tbe wrath of 
Gd then the fir ft was, which by our ſubſcription wee Jaboured toa-+ 
vert and pte vent. Thirdly, That. our Comtmant is a conffiracy againſt 
the King p'e'ended to br with God, for doing the workes of the Divell.T his 
is blaſphemy, to which we are ſure, reiiber the Kings Mai- ſty, nor 
any fearing God, can be acct ſſory, ard which addeth much to out con- 
fidence, that ibe Lord hath ratified in heaven the curſe prorounced 
vpon the Prela's,t hat be willreproue tte werds which be bath beard 
vitered by then, and that their workes ſt all not proſper: And there« 
fore comfortivg our clues in the Lord our God, x bo bath been pleated 
by ſo many fignes and vnderyable evidercss, to countenance ar d con- 
heme our Couenant, xe bt irg againſt tbem no rayling acccuſation but 
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ſay, The Lord that bath choſen. 0 them, and ſane the King, 
Laſtly, Our ho ftile — to myade England: Againſt which as 
bath been laid and (worne by us in our late informations, as wee truſt 
batbgiven ſatisfaction to all good ſubjects there, although they bad 
been lo yncharitable, which we will never belecue, as baſtily to haue 
iImbraced ſuch reports, Our beſt actions, and which ought to giue to 
that xivgdome greateft contentment, will never bee wreſted to that 
ſence : And although the Prelates in the mood of diſpaite to recover 
their loſfes, except - our ruine traduce us tobe diſperate hipocrites, 
yet the event will beare witneſſe, that we haue ſpoken,as men fearing 
the great name of our God, with whom we haue renewed our Cove- 
nant; and who, when his time commerh, will de avenged, either up- 
on our hypocriſie, or their calamnie, Yet our enimies, ſeeking the 
way to make ſuſpicion, where no caſe is, haue given out, That, many 


_- avdthe beſt among ſt us, are men of unquiet piriti, and broken fortunes ,&c, 


But in this they baue been evill advited, For ſulpitions among thoughts 
are by wiſemen compared with bates among birds, which flee nut at 
noone - day. but in the twilight · It is known by all, who are acquain» 
ted with this Countrey, that almoſt the whole Xingdome ſtanderh to 
the defence of this cauſe,and that the chiefeſt of the Nobles, Barrons, | 
and Burgeſles, are honoured in their places where they liue for Reli - 
gion, wiſedome, power and wealth anſwerable to the condition of the 
Kingdome: that the meaneſt of the Commons who haue joyned in this 
cauſe, are content of their meane eftares , with the enjoy ning of the 
Goſpel, and no leſſe known, that our adverlaries are not for number, 
any conſiderable part cf the Kingdome, and the — #lide 
{ome few ftats-men,and (uch as draw their breath from court are known 
Athieſt or profeſſed Papiſts, drowned in debt, denounced his M. jeſties 
Rebels, for along time paſt are under Capris of their cteditors & have 
already in their imaginations divided amongs them the lands o the ſup 
plicants, ch they hope to be poſſeſſed in, by the power of Eog!,But we 
hope that by this ſhift chey may wel be worſe, but they ſhalbe uo better. 
o the meane time againſt all theſe calumnies, the God from heaven 
hath looked vpon the integrity of bearts, and in his wiſed me hath 
found the way to cleare our innocency, For beſide our fupplication 
to the Councell un. 13. for this end, and our late information to Eng · 


land. Feb. a. e haue the publick te ſtimony of the councell of the * pe 
| me 
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dome to make it known, A — ſent to Engl: from one George Ster- 
lin in Eaunbs gb, with the adviſe of /obn Rerbw,commiſſioner Wigtoun 
both in neer relation to the late pretendad Biſh: of Gallo way did come 
to our hands, bearing hat the Prelates now lay, this was exhibited to 
the Councell, Feb.22,and 28, with our commplaint, ſupplication, at- 
te ſtation uf the gre at name ot God, and our owe conſciences, aud of- 
fer of our ſubicript ion, or any other meane of purgation to the contra · 
rie, whereupon the Lords of the Privy councell, ſent up our ſupplica- 
tion to the Kings Majeſty, with their owe, wherein they humbly ſup 
lica'e, leaft upon ſuch informations, bis Maj: ſtie ſhould be mere ea- 
fy moved to thiuke upon barder courſes, than he bad heretofore been 
pleaſed to keepe his Majeſties ancient and native Kingdome and (ub- 
jets , that bis Majeſtic in bis accuſtomed fatherly care of the 
good, and preſervation of this Kingdome, would be pleaſed to reſolve 
upon ſome good courſe, as without force of armes, or ſhewing of hi: 


Princely power, the eftate of the Kingdome may be ſeiled, as may be 


leene at greater length in the letter it ſelfe. We ate challenged here 
alſo as ulurpers of regall power. Firft, Becauſe we haue taken upon 
ns to command the print, and forbidden the printer, whom his N aciſlie 
eſtab.1ſh:d, This is the old complaint of the Popiſh Prelates agaioft 
our Ketormers in the yeare x5 59.and yerie vnttuly by their ſucceſſors 
renewed againſt us: for we baue neither diſmiſſed nor forbidden the 
Priocer, who ſtill hath bis liberty, and refidence in Edinburgh, Nor 
do the acts of the generall Aſſembly, which we take to be here meant, 
containe any thing that can be conſtructed to bee the uſurpation of Re- 
gallpower, or the (mall: & diminution of the priviledges royall about 
prioting, It ovly forbiddeth under Kirk cenſure to print ony piece 
that concerneth the Kirk, without warraod of the Kirk: A power be. 
longing to the Kirk in all Kingdomes,and ordinarily uled in this Kirk 
not onely in the times of popery, but fince reformation; as is manifeſt 
by diverſe acts of Aſſemblies Cenſuting abuſes of printirg, and naming 
ſome to revile t was to bee put to the preſſe, Neither muſt wee 
think that the national X:rk is ſhorter io her liberties of this ſort, then 
our Univetſities are, who without reſtrant ule their owne liberty, nor 
will any man thinke, that Schollers ſhall haue the liberty to prior their 
expolicions yearly, with ut cont role men. and liberty ſhall be denyed 
to the generall Aſſembly to print their acts and couſtructiuus. 
B 2 


Parti- 


4 a> Parr, 


idk of us, & che Pope in the end over all,may be ſcen & dilappoioted 


Iz) 
Particular profeſſoars uſ: to publun cheir treatiſes with adjurationg 
of priaters(>ecauſe they haue no farther authority that they pt iat them 
not in anvtner edition nut another character: and ſhall not the Kirk 
make uſe of chat authotity which GOD hath granted her for her owne 
pꝛace ad tue good Religion ? $:co11l7,5:cauſe we bans convrencd 
the ſabietts,raiſed arm:1,Hlock+d up and beſee ge i ns M tieſties Catles, &c. 
So many ut theſe heavy challenges as haue aay he & of truth, are ſo 
fully and plainly anſwered in the laſt ProreRicion Decem. 18, that as 
the Prelates needed nut to make the objectioa, ſoe need we make ng 
new anſwere, b 

Io our laſt information intended for England, beſides that the true, 
boneſt and loy ill expceſſions of our heatts, are taken to be falfe, haſe 
aod faning paſſages: we are particulatly challenged of two (candaluus 
and moſt notorious untruths : Firft, br the armies now 14yſed, are in 
the bands of Papiſts, So indeed were we informed, ind therefore ſpake 
with this caution (47 we are informed) and why ſhall not the Copraines 
and leaders of the armie,be ſutable ro the prime mouers,the cauſe, and 
eod of the work, all which ſmell of Rome and of Popery ? The other 
untruth is, that ſome of power in the Kirk of England bane been the cauſe 
of taking armes ſor invation of this Kingdome and of medling wi h; our Ree 
ligioa, This we verifie both by write, and by depoſitiou of prime ſtaiſ- 
men and Councellers, againſt ſome Kirk-men there, Namely again& 
Canterbury himſelfe, that he did negotiat with Rome, about the frame 
of our ſervice booke and Canons, that with his own hand he altered, & 
inter ined diverſe paſſages ten ingo conformity with Rome: A plot fo 
perilous, that had not the Lord diſapointed ir, Firft,Scorlandand then 
England by him,and ſuchas cooperate with him, bad become in their 
Religion, Rowilh, His reprinted conference with Mr, Fiſher, wil net 
vinJicate his reputatiov, And therefore we earnefily intreat all in 
England, that affect the truth of religion, and the Kings honour,and 
all cru- Patriots that loue tho liberty, of the kingdome, to ſupplicam 
bis Majeftie for calling a Parliament there, that this wiſteriect inigui« 
ty which hath been in working this time paſt,may bo diſcovered, ard 
the prime agents therein, according to their dewecirs may be tryed & 

uniſhed,and that this craft and rreachery, in joyving both kingdomes 
boo bloody warr that by weakning both, Rome may be built in the 


That 
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I 
that GOD may haue his one 2 Ring his honour, and bis ſub- 
— may bee ia lafety, from forrayne ty tanny over their bodies and 
outces, 

Leaſt the Prelates ſhould paſſe any point true or falſe that may ſerve 
their tuo. This alſo is laid to our charge, that the Kings Lawes ave 
in n inner oppreſſed by ut, ia ſo much th it the ludg's are ſo awed 48 th. 
dare hardly proceed accordingto Lew, The prim- lidges of the Land 
remember, tha: by them juftice hath been retuſed vs, according to Law 
not from their oe diſpoſition, but f · c feare to offend agaioft miſ- 
fives procured againſt us: we muſt allo now tem : mber, that having of 
late required letters of norning and caption, againſt the excommuai- 
care Pcelates, conforme to the act of Parliament, whereof they uſe not 
to deny the common benitit to rhe meaneſt ſubje&+;T he Lords of Sel- 
ſions reſolved upon a letter to be ſent to his Majeſty Ach. 23 Whet ein 
they bring bis Majeſtyes pleaſure, ſignified by his Majeſties command 
and otherwiſe,as the onely cauſe of retuling the ſe lettets, according to 
the act of Parliament, and withall joyne their moſt ardeot deſices and 
bumble wiſhes f ſuch peace & quietneſſe to the kingdome, as it hath 
enjoyed befor. Which eyidence: h that not only the lawes, but the judges 
are for us, and that from connivence of their duty to God, the King and 
country, and not from feare and awe from us. 

To mike all that bath been faid the myre creadible, it is alleaged 
th at ſome of us refuſe both the O.uth of »Allegeance & Suprem icie, and pub- 
lckly muntaine that, we are not obliged to take th: ſame, aud that, three 
Scorifh-mens Men in Wales, are at- this day, impriſoned for denying theſe 
Ouh.s, We can lay nothing of theſe taken iu Wales, neither their 
perſons nor cheit purpoſes being known to us. It ſeemeth that the in- 
quiſition is hote there. But for our ſelves, although there be a difference 
detwixt the Oath of alleadgence,8 ſuptemacy. and we eanaot take the 
Oath of Supremacy as it is extended, and gl: (ſed by the flattering Pre- 
lats, yet we heartily render that to his Maj:zweb is due & vierhtobegi- 
ven by re formed & ſound divines to the civil Magift knowing tbat rhe 
if h cõm ind. contaiuing the duty of ſubjccts to their princes & rulers,is 
the fi: Comm: of the ſecond table. & that our Contethon of Faith ac- 
knowledged his visjeſiy to bee the Lords vice-gerent on eatth: to 
whom the conſer vation and purgation of teligioo, doth belong. 

As this is the conception which our enemies haue begotien is bis 


' (14) 
Majeſties minde againſt us, ſo may — learve by this declaration, what 


bis Mjefties intentions are againſ the Xirk and kingdome, and what 


birth may be locked for, if divine providerce by chaunging the he art 
of our King, or by ſome other way koowne to himſelfe, make not a+ 
bortion,or chock in time, For fic tbrough the incurable ſuperfiitior & 
inveterate malice of the Prelates againft the reformed religion ,declar. « 
tion is made, that. by introducing the ſtryice Books their was not the leaſt 
thought of innovation of Rel-gion. hut meerely to have a conformuty with 
the wo ſhip of God which is obſerye i in both of the other Kingdomes; though 
evill minded men haue wreited ſome things in it to A finiſtrowns ſence, Thus 
the ſeryice bouke is ſtill oo innovation (f teligion but by oui Gniſtrous 
ſence, is made to ſeeme fo : conformity with the worſhip«tG OD in 
other Kingdomes,is urged upon us, as if we were, abala 14ſa, and had 
not a forme of worſhip eftabiiſhed by the acts ot the Kirk ard lawes of 
the kingdome:meerely to haue conformity is averred,alibough the ma» 
nifold litures and interlyvings of tbe ſervice bo. ke, vſed in both of the 
other kingdomes teſtifie the cont1arie, by the hands of out owne Pre · 
lates and of ¶ unter hi bimlelte, Hence we muſt pay for abuſing the 
booke, and the booke it ſelfe muſt in their owne time be receiued. Se- 
condly, through the pride and ꝑreed of our Prelates, Spiſcopall govern-· 
ment muſt be retained as 1 wage ſt-hiiſhed by atts of Parhamen',as known 
to the whole world to be moit Chriſtian ut ſe ſe, moſt praccable for the (7 
pill eſtare, moſt conſonant io Monaichicall government, and without which 
the Parliament will not fand compleat- of three eft ates, Alrhquph the truth 
is, there be no act of Aſſlembly, nor of Parliament tor that «office in this 
kiugdome, that it is know ne to te ſotmed Chrifterd: me, rather to be 
an'ichriftian in it ſelſ, moſt pre judic i all to the peace of the civill eftare; 
aud hath in all nations prove the mt pernitious enimy to M. narcts, 
end true Monarchicall government. And that the Parliament hath 
been, may be, and is in the nature thereof,complear and perfeft with- 
out this excrelence, Hence Biſhops we muft kave Ie Divino to lerue 
the will of the Pripce in the worſhip of GOD, and theſe are Lordly as 
as ever before, Thirdle, No covenants muſt be indured to which the King! 
e Majeſty ſb l not cenſent,and our (overant orely pretended to be with God 
that we may wh the better couaten ance do the workes of the Devill,ſuch are 
treaſons and vc hellionn. Hence out Covenant can be no more endured 
theo treaſon rebellion, aud the Coveuantets either renounce GOD, ſo 
ſolemaly 
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ſolemnly atteſted by them, ar l :d as rebels and traitors, Fonrth< 
ly, the queſtion. is conceived to be u me abs: the ſervice Booke and E. 
piſcop governm:at, But whub:r th: K g M gefty be our K ing or not: 
1. it 1s determined that wee haut: ſtricken ats the very root of K 11g 
99:1 48 hr M aieſtice perſou, & med it to out ſelves, 

Fifchly, is is declared rhac 4s Hue M forced to takg up armes to 
t9ejtabl:ſb ſet hi Kingly uw hority night here, to make the beſt of us ſet, 
that he. Int in dure m2 ſu (Oyinant as wr hi, made, Hence reſolu- 
tian is taken aud declaced , chat for eftabliihing the ſervice booke and 
Eoiſcop ill goverameot,far abulichiag of our Covenant, and for being 
avenged on ns, as revels and trairors, big Majeſty cometh io a hoſtile 
wa”, vith all che power that can be raiſed in Eaglaad, by all other means, 
and oy this Prucit nation, which is ordained to bee read in the time 
7 _ leryic2, ia every kick , within the kinzdome , for that 

eh, 

Oar part in this cauſe is to teſolye, whither we will, with fin and 
ſbime, lie under the preſſiag weigh of ſo mary foule aſpetſions, as rare - 
ly ia the t times naue beeue laid upon Chriftians, receiue the ſer · 
vice booke, as the only forme of diviae worſh p, which is declared by 
the atſemaly to be a Maſl: of errours , ſuperſtition, idolatry and anti- 
chriſtian tyranay, welcome home againe our Prelates and their adju« 
red gwerament, emde our informers and glorious worke of te · 
formation,renounce vur cuvenart and be ſo many times perjured as we 
we haue(worne and ſubſcribed tbe ſame, lofle all our laboures and 
paines, beftowed for ſo large a time in ſu good a cauſe, open with our 
owne hands awide doore, and by ourexample ſhew a brode way for 
the earring of Popery, and of all chaunges in religon hereafter, lay a 
ſtum ling block io the kings way to the king dome of heaven, and hin- 
dec the Queenes converſion, giue offence to all the reformed kicks who 
haue beene praying for us, harden the hearts and ſtrengt cn the hands 
of all the enimies of the truth at home and abroad, make our ſelves an 
odi aus ſpectable to men and Angels, forget our by -gone ſlauery and 
our wiſhes for rede mptiou, deny our owne experience of the mercie 
truth and power of G G D, ſu many times, and lo many waies, to cur 


u iſpeakeable comfort, manifefted this time by paſt, loſſe the proſprri- 


iy and the Children that ſhall come after us, who {hall mourne in mi- 


ſery for out mildeeds , make the faces of ſy many robluſh and be a ha- 
1 Me. 
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med, becauſe of as, leave nothing but laments, to our friends and jubileg 
of joy to our enimies, interrupt the march ct out LORD of buſts cpo 
the earth. and wreſt bis diſplayed barer out cf bis hands: pul tbe crown 
from the bead of Chrift our judge, out lawgiver and our King, >rieye 
and reſiſt the Loly Gboft, pull down the Golden Candleftick, and put 
out the light, and t ring all the plagues that are written inthe book of 
GOD upun us, ſo that all nations ſhall ſay, wherefore hath the Lord 
donethis unt o this land? W hat meaneth the beate of this anger ? Then 
men (hall ſay becauſe they haue forlaken the Covenant of the Lord, 
_ therefore are theſe eyils come upon them, 
: A word of defection could no ſooner come from our mouthes but the 
ö | horror of bell ſhould enterio our ſouls: Or tathet on the contrary vſe the 

power which GOD hath put in our hands, nor cor invading Engl:ordo, 
ing the ſmaleſt harme to any of tbe people of G O D So trouble dot 
our peaccgcurſed be the breaſts that hatbour ſuch intentiicrs, andthe 
hands that execute them, but meerely for our owne defence and ſafe 
ty agair ſt armed violence and unjuſt innovation, And there fre where 
it is demanded in the Proclamation what we wil drf: nd, we anſwet, not 
our diſobedience but our religion, l:berties and liues: And where it is 
alked againft whom we will defend; Leſt our intentions ot ad ions ſhould 
be miſtaken, by luch as arc yoscquainted with our cale, o mi ſcut firuc, 
ted, as contrary to the Doctrine of ſound divines, or to the Jaudable 
praiſes of Chriſtians of old, or of late, we defire that diſtirRjon be 
| made, and d:fference put between the King teſident in the Kingdome, 
| and by opening bis eates to both partics, righaly informed, and the 
f king farre from us in another kingdome, hearing the « ne party, and 
milinformed by our adyerſaries: Bet et en the Kir g as king, proceed 
| | divg royally according to the lawes of the kingdome againſtrebels, and 
the king as a man commirg downe from his throne (at tbe foote wher- 
of the humble ſupplication of bis ſub: cts iy eth unav{wered) marching 
. furiufly againſt his loyall and well - meaning people, Betweene a 


king who is a ſtranger to Religion, and tyed nofurther, but according 
to bis own: pleaſure, tothe profeſſours of Religion, living in his do. 
minions, and our king pref-fling with us the ſame religion , and obli. 

ed by his Fathers deed, and bis one Oath, to defend us bis owne 
Fbieles, our ſelves, our liues, religion liberties ard lawes: Againe 
difference would be put, berweenc lome private perſons taking armes 


for 
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for reſiſtance, Peeres of the 1 men , Barrons, Bir- 
and the whole body of the Kingdome frm ſome few either | | 
Coucreours, Stati- wen, Papiſts, or Popilh affected, and their adhe - 5 
rents jſtanding to their o ne defence: Between Subjects rifing or ſtan 
ding out, againſt la aud ceaſon that they may be treed from the yoke ' 
of their obedieuce, and à people bolding faft their alleagence | 
to their Soveraigne, and ia all humility ſupplicating for Religion 
and juſtice , between a people labouring by armes to introduce novati 4 
ons iu Keligion coatrary to the la wes, and a people ſeeking nothing 
fo much as agaiĩaſt all innovations; to haue the ſame Religion ratified | 
which hath been profeſſed fiace the reformation, and hath not onely | 
been (olemned {worn long ſiuce by his Majeſty, and by the whole king '4 
dom hoch of old and of late, dat elſo commanded by the Kings Mjefty | i 
. proply —= | 
ibed bis a8 it was at firſt: Between a people 
— their owue phautaſies, and foolaries, — and 7 
a people i ing theit judgment and practiſe about things contro- 5 
all chey {hoald be d 
1 
| 


verted,till etermined by a nationall Aſſembly,the on- 

ly proper tad t jadicatory, and after determination, recei- 

viag and ftanding for the concluſions of the aſſemble. Whither in this 

e, and matters ſo ſtandiag, wee ſhall ſtand to our defence, we are 

he by the law of nature, by the word of God'io'the old and new 

Teftament, by the Couenant betwixt the people and God, by the end 

for which Magiſtrates are ordained by God, by our ſtanding in our or | ? 
| 


der and tine of ſabordination under God, the great Superiour;. when 

our immediate Superiours go out of their line and order, by the tefti« 4 

monies of the beſt diyines and ſonnd policians and Lawyers,even ſuck | | 

as plead moſt contra Afonarchomachor, by the mutuall contract betwixt 

the King aud the eat the Coranation, by acts of Parliament, and | | 

by the example of our owne prediceflours.. | | 
And now for one Brethrea and aeigbours, in England, whoſe eares, | 


we ſuppoſe, haue been filed with this Proclamation io their particular | 
kicks, from that honor which we ow vato authority. as the ordinance 
of God, & from the natural & loyal aff-&ion which we Bear unto our | 
X & dread Soveraigne;ornd baptiſed among us & from our bearts | 
grieved that ficſ his ſacred eares (hould be ſo far poſſeſſed. & next his | 


tl Name ſo far abaled by wicked men, as to tecriut de giue way » | 
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19 
ſo many abſurd and incredible Falls Calumnies againſt a whole nation; 
bis owne native Country and Kingdome: It is too manifeſt how ex. 
remly pernitious,and damvageable are calumnies, eſpecially uniyerſall 
tones of this kinde, and therefore to reprefſe them, ought not any law 
or ordirance be ſpared, that may ſetue the purpoſe, from that loue which 
is due from us unto them, to whom in uety many reſpects, and by ma · 
vy ſtrong bands natural], civill, ard ſpirituall, we are ſibber and more 
nearly joyned then to any Naticn or pecple on the earth, weare hear. 
tily ſorie that their Kirks and hearing ar e taken up with ſuch diſcoerſe, 
and would wonder at their credulity, if they ſhould beleeved them, yet 
becauſe ſpeeches may be the ſeminat ies of fedition, even amongſt Bre. 
thren, who are at greateſt diſtance hen they haue once begun to de. 
vide anddeſcord, we muſt intteat { if with fo wilſe a Nation there be 
any need of inrreaty } that they wilt not upon any declatation which 
they haue heard, be ſuddenly ſtarred to attempts #gainft us to our mu · 
tuall hurt, or with a golden Hooke to catch ſo fmall commodities, a8 
may be hoped for in ſuch a warre, and by ſo doing, make both Nati - 
ons a mocking to ſtrangets, and this Vland which bath beene bleſſed 
with ſo long a peace, to be a field of blood, and a prey of our commbn 
enemies, who now for many yeares haue been ing vpon os with 
an evill eye, and are Rill waiting for an evill houre that when they 
heare of any of our preparations for defence, or of any of ations which 
ta us ate loneneſſarie, that without them our defence is impoſlible ; 
and wherein there is no wrong done, or intended * che m, they 
will judge charitably of us, and of our doings in ſuch an exigent: and 
extremity, as this is, and that they will aud Chriftianly, ſup. 
poſi ug aur caſe to be their owne, make uſe of that commoa rule of e- 


. quity, whatſoever ye would that others do to you, do ye even ſo to 1haw, 


That bereafter, reports and declarations made apainſ us by our 
enemies, be not ſuddenly beleeved; ſince the anthors from che cen 


ſ˖cience of their owne deceitfull dealing , pabiſtiog them amongſt 


the Exgliſſ onely, who cannot controle the vntruth of them, and keep 
them vp from the — of this Kingdome, where they cannot 
abide the common light and tryaſl. 0 02 
Every one of the Commons knowing their forgery and falſhood. 
And when any of them happerrro come to our bands, the difficul 9 — 
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danger is ſo great in carrying our ani wet, and the true information, 13 
matters now fiand ,unto their Knowledge, Aud that they will at laß, 
both ponre prayers to GOD and their (upplicatioas to the King in out 
behal fe, and if need be, uſe their power tor our law full defence 
merce-naries and wicked men the ſonnes f Beliall, | 
Are we not their owne,Breatbren, their owe tl:ſh and bone? Are 
we not all ander one roofe, in out and the ſame ihip, ind members „f 
one body? Their Religious progenitours at the time of te fot mation 
rouebſafed us their belpe and affiſtance for eſlabliſhing the reformed 
religion,neither haue we ſaevill deletved, nor are they ſo fartee degr- 
nerated, as that we haue reaſon to feare, thatwee hall be deferred hy 
them at this time, th caule being 22 not much diffe- 
renct and the perſons. onely changed: Out ſalya 15 is common 1 
us together earneſtly conteod for aur, ich which was once deliue- 


red to the (ators , that mercy peace. , and loue may bee multipli- 
ed upon us, 5 i 


Conſidering alſo how farre our late ai « apaipft the perſons of 
ur greateſt enemies and chiefe kes 1 05 e the 
altle of Ed nbur gb, & c. Are ſubje&to the ch. 


obliques of luch, as haue 
v the worſt ſence wreſted all out former counaels and neceſlary con 


duſions, and may be miftaken by our friends, who looked at a great 
ance , cannot well perceive the ripene ſle of the oecaſion and oppor - 
ity of our doing, we jadged ir g for filencing the one, and 
r (atiſfyiog the other. to make kaown to all, how wee were driven to 
is by the pteſent exigence of our affaires for our vnlaw full add 
ſary defence. 3 | 
It cannot bee uoknowne to all the ſubjects of this kingdome , what 
e beene the terrours and ihteatnings of diverſe Proclimations at 
we , 28 of that , July, 4. aud of another December, 14, And 
many it is knowne what milſiyes baue beeve directed tothe Nobles 
i Gentlemen of England, for attending the Royall Banner at Yorks 
il, 1, and what Proclamations haue beene made in England, both 
the date January 29. and aboue al the laſt declaration February ay. 
idemning our royal proceedings, our humble ſepplications, our 
all Proteſtat ions, pup true and modeſt ipformations, and our verie 
tions (afcer we bare u d ſo many times and ſo ſole mn lie 
2 on 


againſt 
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onthe contrary ) as falſe and wales our ſelves as rebels and rai. 
touts, and therefore denouncing warre in the moſt hoſtile manner az 
gainft us, s 
We are not ignorant what letters haue been ſent to ſome of our cold 
friends, toexcice nem, aud ſome of our profeſſed enemies, to embol. 
den and ſtrengiheo them againſt us, with monies and munition, aq 
with dire&ions and order tor che waics of their combination and tn. 
ning together with their forces, and on the other ſide, of the, A. 
— and bold undertakings, of our diſuatured countteyjœ 
at court and othet᷑s at home, to make up armies of ſo many Ty 
lands in the North and South parts of the kingd >me, for enviroals- 
us on all fides, The Scorifh Counceloures, Noubles, and Genilme 
about che Coart are made to ſubſcribe to the Kings Covenant with thi 
addition: That they ſhull not acknowledge the late general! Aſſem. 
bly chat they ſhal nor adhere to the late Couenant ,, andbaod ſworie 
and {ubſcribed by us : And that they (hall agaĩuſt us to the be 
of their power ats they (hull be directed by bis Majeſties command, 4 
' cording to theſe warnings and the Kings hon hold bit! 
entred on their journey, Monday laſt March. 14. The King bin 
ſelf taketh poſt Wedneſday next March 27. Jorending on the thpd c 
to be atTorks or New-(«ftle,to march forward with his forces. 
The Sceriſh Noble - men appointed to come home, accom panied vi 
' {killed commanders to draw together their friends and followers, 
put them in order, and ander their generall the Aſargueſſe of H 
wilo tojoyne with our forraine enemies, attended the Kings 
jeſty, The Earle of Lind. ſey goeth to ſea with 17 . of the Kings gre 
Ships furniſhed with three thoaſand $ uldiers, to come in their e 
dition to ſuch places of this Kingdome, as their commiſſion, when 
is vuſraled, ſhall command them. Six boundred borſe · men are io h — 
leut preſently towarts Scotland, to infeſt the borders, our enemie I Cat 
| home are waiting for their comming ,our excommunicate Prelates ind x 
| their adberants are fled ro England tbe lands and eſtates of Noble! 
of chiefe Barrones and Burgefles, who hane joyned iu this caule, att 
| ſigned as a ſpoyle to be parted amongſt our enimies. | 
W dile matters ftand thus, and the maine confidence of our ad"! 
perty and purſuers is placed in our deriſions, in the power of low? 
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ifs aud others of note amonſt LA. ſelves, and in ſome places which 

appointed to be firengths for defence of Xingdome againſt for 
ine 1ovaſion ( a5 is at —— in our Prote ſtation) eſpecially 

caſtle of — * — = tion and - he 
ace of our meetings, was no time for looger but in this 
xtremitie we muſt eitber doe or dye either defend —— 
n the reverence of out enemies, whoſe mercies are cruell And therefore 
ek diſpatch, as yee bane heard, in matters neceflarily ſerving for our 
cee, bath beene yied in Edinbur gb and in other parts of the 


:d, | 

Where this worke will end, tbe Lord whoſe worke it is , and who 
ach led us ſo farre on, bee knoweth; and as we reſolve to ſtay where 
ve finde not bis preſence going with ns: So we are able to juftifie what 
re haue now deſigned and done, to the conſciences of all men: Sball 
tefence be neceflary, and ſhall the neceſſary meanes, without which 
tere can be no defence, be judged vnlawfull ? May we pot prevent 
be blow as lawfully, as repell it > Is not the taking of the — 
cat of the hands of our boafting ene mes, and the apprebendipg of ſuch 

u draw the Kings Majefty to ſoe bard courſes againft bis lubjeRts, #8 

lwfall, as the defenfins warte it ſelfe, and is it bot more ſafe bothfur 

e King and Kingdome, then to take them in battell. 

The law both natural] and civill reacherh, that ad defen ſſonem ſufficit, quod 
precedat offenſa,vel juſt timor offenſe, nec debet quu expettare primum 
iHum meliu enim jura intadta ſervare, quam poſt vulneratam cauſans 

remedium quarere. Q uando precedunt ſi na & alu manifeſi« offen« 
Fons, & quando aliter noſm.et tueri non poſſumw, tum inculpata ac ne- 
ceſlaria dicitur tutela, ac in dubio inſultatws quicquid facit in inconti- 

nents preſumitur ad ſuideferſionem facere. 
It is enough for defence that Mer of cffence,or juſt feare of offence 
before, All our reaſons for Jawfull defence and for guarding the 
aftle of Edinbugb, militate for us in the ſurpryſall thereof in this caſe 
nd at this time, this neceſſary prevention was the practiſe cf France, 
of Holland, of Gn many, and of our owne nation, ben for defence of 
weir Religion or liberties they took armes, which they e ffered alwaies 
to lay down bow ſoon they ſhuold be ſecured: Like as we declate at this 
nme, that we take not armes for invaſion ,not for alteration of civil go- 

WY *cryment,nor for wronꝑging any mans pet lon, or to poſſe fle what be · 

vogeth to any man but for the defence of cur religion, liberties & lives, 
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That ever when we hold out adi in out "ou , we _ pte. 
ſent out humble ſuppligation to hig ſæcred Majeſty with the, other, that 
bow ſoon ogr ſupplicetion is graptefl,our ied,our ſelves ecured and the peace 
ofthe Kirk and Kingdoms legied,wee, (hall ſuffer our Swords io (all 
from us, ſhallleaac our power. aogerformed to: perfect pacification, 
and ſhakeot⁰ live and dys ia gbedience to his Majeſties lapes, and 

mainteus ec oſ his Maje figgs Boygllgerſon and Gee Which 

we haf tily vnd Fargeftly pray that bac GOD 75 11 
hie Majeſty e heare, before: — 
rate and the rupture bece ne uncu - 
er 7 e > 1 
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